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Experimental process

What did | do in a nutshell?

What is the problem?

Establish the context by providing
a brief and balanced review

Move from general to specific

Be sure to clearly state the
purpose and /or hypothesis that
you investigated.

Provide a clear statement of the
rationale for your approach to the
problem studied.

How did | solve the problem?
Describe how the data were
summarized and analyzed.

Quantify when possible:
concentrations, measurements,
amounts (all metric); times (24-

hour clock); temperatures

(centigrade)

What did I find out?

Without interpretation, in an
orderly sequence

Organize the results section based
on the sequence of Table and
Figures you include.

Do not report raw data values when
they can be summarized as means,
percents, etc

Don't mix results with procedures.

Don't simply repeat table .1

Section of Paper
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Introduction

Materials and Methods

Results
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data; select.
Don't interpret results. .2
Report negative results - they are

important!

Summarize the most important
findings at the beginning
What does it mean?
Interpret your results in light of is
already known
Explain plausibly any
agreements, contradictions,
or exceptions.
Describe what additional
research might resolve
contradictions or explain
exceptions.
Do not introduce new results in
the Discussion
Don't ignore or bury the .1
major issue. Did the study
achieve the goal (resolve the
problem, answer the
guestion, support the
hypothesis) presented in the
Introduction?
Avoid speculation that cannot be
Tested

Who helped me out?

Whose work did | refer to?
Be selective, not exhaustive, in

choosing studies to cite
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