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Policy and Guidelines on Humane Euthanasia of L aboratory Animals

Purpose
To provide appropriate, humane euthanasia for animals used in biomedical research at

BGU

Background
Animals must be euthanized by humane methods as described in the 2007 AVMA

guidelines for Euthanasia. The veterinary staff has the authority to use professional
judgment to request or perform euthanasia when they encounter conditions that have
placed research animals under severe, unanticipated pain or distress that has not or
cannot, in their professional judgment, be relieved in atimely manner by aternative
methods.

Procedure

Investigators may choose to have BGU animal facility personnel perform this procedure
by marking the cage with a euthanasia card.

Every anima must have access to food and water and be housed within cage density
guidelines until they are euthanized.

Common acceptable euthanasia methods:

Small rodents:

1. CO, 100% inhalation. CO, tanks are available in the animal facilities and can be
custom made in the lab. Neonates have resistance to hypoxia and should be kept longer in
CO;, chamber or use a physical method such as decapitation following CO, inhalation.

2. Pentobarbital over dose, intraperitoneal 150 mg/kg.

3. Isoflurane inhal ation overdose. Must have gas scavenging system.

4, Under deep general anesthesiaremoval of avital organ, cervical dislocation or
exsanguination (drawing alarge amount of blood from the heart).

Other mammals:

Pentobarbital over dose, intravenous 100mg/kg.

Aquatics:

Immersion in buffered tricaine methane sulfonate (TMS).

Notes:
For other species or methods please consult a veterinarian.
Death must be verified by cessation of breathing, cardiac function and loss of reflexes.
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