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The course exposes the students to some of the oftenest-mentioned books
and authors in literature studies. We will look at the cultural resonance that
followed each of the works, and trace the preceding works of literature that it
responds to and transforms. We will not be able to read each work in its
entirety: sessions will focus on pre-assigned selections from the texts, which
should inspire the students to read at least some of these works on their
own. Several sessions will be taught by other members of the department’s
faculty.
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This course will offer an introduction to film studies, with a focus on the
intersection of film and literature. By treating movies as texts, we will explore
how various American and British genres—such as the Western, Film Noir,
Musical, Thriller, Documentary, and Romantic Comedy—conform or redefine
narrative conventions and reflect shifts in popular culture. Students will read
poetry and short stories about Hollywood, learn about central elements
involved in film production, study cinematic portrayals of writers and the
writing process, and read screenplays. Special attention will be given to
adaptations of literature into film. Discussions of poetry, short stories, and
plays will be accompanied by short movie screenings, which students will
respond to in their online journal.
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