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General historical background:

e Origins of blackness and indigeneity

e Blackness’ and indigeneity’s central, crucial roles in shaping the modern, globalized
world

e Oppositional constructions of blackness and indigeneity

e The significance of these oppositional construction for universalizing the Eurocentric
human and the humanistic tradition that has facilitated it

e The historic and ongoing centrality of blackness and indigeneity in the modern world

US (and partially Canada)-specific issues:
e Settler colonialism and slavery
o What they are and how they relate to each other
o How they’ve shaped US culture
o Their contemporary legacies and consequences
e Sovereignty and freedom: differences and intersections
e Black-Native solidarity and its discontents

Theoretical concerns:

e The coloniality of power

Decolonial struggles, civil rights, reparations, and national belonging
Diaspora and rootedness, loss and tradition

Genocide: past, present, forms, consequences

Genocide, gender, and decolonial feminisms

Black and Indigenous literary innovations and interventions:
e Genre, form, style

e Narration and language

e History, theory, and literature
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Primary texts:

Leslie Marmon-Silko, excerpts from Almanac of the Dead (1991)

Toni Morrison, A Mercy (2008)

Tiya Miles, The Cherokee Rose (2015)

Brianna Jonnie with Nahanni Shingoose, illustrations by Neal Shannacappo, If | Go
Missing (2019)

Jesmyn Ward, Men We Reaped: A Memoir (2013)

Tommy Orange, There There (2018)

Secondary texts:

Sylvia Wynter, excerpts from various essays

Tiya Miles and Sharon P. Holland, eds. Crossing Waters, Crossing Worlds: The African
Diaspora in Indian Country

Jodi A. Byrd, The Transit of Empire: Indigenous Critiques of Colonialism

Shona Jackson, Creole Indigeneity

Mark Rifkin, Fictions of Land and Flesh

Tiffany Lethabo King, The Black Shoals: Offshore Formations of Black and Native Studies
Kiara M. Vigil and Tiya Miles, At the Crossroads of Red/Black Literature

Tiffany Lethabo King, Jenell Navarro, and Andrea Smith, eds. Otherwise Worlds: Against
Settler Colonialism and Anti-Blackness



