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Texts
e The majority of reading materials will be available on Moodle
(https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/)
e Waiting for Godot (Samuel Beckett), to be found at the library or Tzomet Sfarim
e To the Lighthouse (Virginia Woolf), to be found at the library or Tzomet Sfarim

Requirements:

Attendance is mandatory. You are allowed up to three unexcused absences during the semester,
including Tkufat Hashinuyim. Any additional absence will have consequences on your
final grade. If possible, please notify me via email if you plan to be absent. I expect that you
budget your own absences to account for holidays, days when you may feel ill, need to travel, or
have too many other academic demands. If you need to be absent for more than three classes due
to a medical or family emergency, please get in touch with me in advance about possible
arrangements. Arriving to class late more than two times will also count as an absence.
You are responsible for material you miss during an absence. Please consult another
student in the course about the material you missed or come to see me in office hours rather than
emailing.

Read and Respond to the assigned text(s) prior to each class meeting. I will send out 1-2
discussion questions prior to each class. During the semester, you are expected to upload to
Moodle a 3-5 sentences answer to one of these questions at least 6 times during the semester.



https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/

Participate productively in class discussions. Participation is an incredibly important aspect of
this course, which will frequently involve class discussions. If you are nervous about
participating and/or public speaking in general, please come talk with me in office
hours as soon as possible — we can brainstorm ways to make you feel more comfortable in
class and consider alternative methods of participation.

Write one midterm essay (2-3 pages); three mid-semester quizzes; and a final exam.
Course Schedule

19/10 Introduction
Section One: Poems
26/10 T.S. Eliot, “The Waste Land” (1922)

2/11 Gertrude Stein, Tender Buttons (1914; selection) + Pericles Lewis, “Introduction,” in The
Cambridge Introduction to Modernism, pp. 1-33

9/11 Frank O'Hara, “Why I Am Not A Painter” (1957) + Sylvia Plath, “Daddy” (1962)
Section Two: Short Stories

16/11 Franz Kafka, “The Metamorphosis” (1915)

23/12  William Faulkner, “The Bear” (1942)

30/12  William Faulkner, “The Bear” (1942)

7/12 John Barth, “Lost in the Funhouse” (1968) + Bran Nicol, “Introduction: Postmodernism
and Postmodernity,” in The Cambridge Companion to Postmodernism, pp. 1-16.

Section Three: Novels and Novellas

14/12  Midterm Paper Due; James Joyce, Ulysses (1922; selections).
21/12  Virginia Woolf, To The Lighthouse (1927), 3-70.

28/1 Virginia Woolf, To The Lighthouse (1927), 71-130.

4/1 Virginia Woolf, To The Lighthouse (1927), 131-200.

Section Four: Drama

11/1 Samuel Becket, Waiting for Godot (1948) + selections; “Samuel Becket: Early
Postmodern Fiction,” in The Cambridge Companion to Postmodernism, 52-58.

TBA Final Exam (mo’ed A)
TBA Final Exam (mo’ed B)
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T.S. Eliot, “The Waste Land” (1922)

Gertrude Stein, Tender Buttons (1914; selection)

Pericles Lewis, “Introduction,” in The Cambridge Introduction to Modernism, pp. 1-33
Frank O'Hara, “Why I Am Not A Painter” (1957) + Sylvia Plath, “Daddy” (1962)

Franz Kafka, “The Metamorphosis” (1915)

William Faulkner, “The Bear” (1942)

John Barth, “Lost in the Funhouse” (1968)

Bran Nicol, “Introduction: Postmodernism and Postmodernity,” in The Cambridge Companion to
Postmodernism, pp. 1-16.

James Joyce, Ulysses (1922; selections).
Virginia Woolf, To The Lighthouse (1927)
Samuel Becket, Waiting for Godot (1948)
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