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Course description: 5 lines at least
The abolition of slavery remains an unfinished project in the US. Despite declarations of the need to abolish
it (e.g., in Jefferson’s draft of the Declaration of Independence) and of its actual achievement (from
Lincoln’s 1863 Emancipation Proclamation through the Biden administration’s 2021 recognition of
Juneteenth as a federal holiday), slavery continues to exist legally (in the 13" amendment, as “a punishment
for crime”) and through systemic racism against slaves’ descendants and African-descended people. As
scholar Christina Sharpe writes, antiblack racism is “the weather” in the United States. We will study a
broad range of fictional, poetic, and critical texts about slavery’s afterlives. We will explore the complex
relations between law and white supremacism, and between literature and critiques of history and lived
experience.
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