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The Archive 

This course will explore the concept of the archive—we will follow critical and literary texts, theories and practices, in order to ask what kind of stories archives tell, rescue, and refuse. We will make use of digital archives which serve literary scholarship, and will produce personal responses to our own archival encounters.
Keywords: Archive, critical theory, literary history, literature 

Requirements

6 assignments (some presentation some written) 10% 

Mid term paper (5 pages) 30%

Final paper 60 %

1. 22/10 Introduction: What is an archive?

2. 29/10 Marlene Manoff, “Theories of Archives from Across the Disciplines” 
Visit to Heksherim Institute (on Campus) 
Come prepared with questions for the archivist after reading Manoff’s survey.

3. 5/11 Achille Mbembe “The Power of the Archives and its Limits” 
 Dvora Baron “Burying the Books” and archive at Gnazim website:

http://gnazimorg.startlogic.com/%D7%93%D7%91%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%94-%D7%91%D7%90%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%9F-1887-1956/
4. 12/11 “Forword” + Encounters 1-3 from  Conversations with Dvora

An Experimental Biography of the First Modern Hebrew Woman Writer, by Amia Lieblich. 

[Available online: https://www.ucpress.edu/op.php?isbn=9780520085411]
5. 19/11 Virginia Jackson, “Beforehand” and “Dickinson Undone” from Dickinson’s 

Misery
6. 26/11 Emily Dickinson Archive http://www.edickinson.org/
Assignment: move around the online archive, pick one piece (letter, poem, etc.) and come prepared to present it to the class (5 min). Your presentation can relate to Jackson’s questions, or to questions the piece raises for you (poetic, historical or otherwise). 

7. 3/12 
“The Fragments of Sappho,” From The Sappho Companion, Margaret Reynolds
Sappho poetry, from If Not Winter Anne Carson translation:

The book on Moodle. Read Carson’s short introduction, look through book, pick one poem to discuss in class.

8. 10/12 Emma Lazarus Poems:  “Only a Dream” and “Assurance”

Selected Letters to Emma Lazarus from the Columbia University Library

Section from: Bette Roth Young, Emma Lazarus in her World: Life and Letters  

Lazarus papers at the Center for Jewish History Archive:
http://digifindingaids.cjh.org/?pID=352263
Optional: Lisa L. Moore, “A Lesbian History of the Sonnet”

9. 17/12 Craig Carey, “Gilman’s Paperwork: Authorship, Accounting, and Archival Memory”

Charlotte Perkins Gilman Archive http://guides.library.harvard.edu/schlesinger_charlotte_perkins_gilman 

Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper”

Assignment: move around the online archive, looking for material that might pertain to “The Yellow Wallpaper” and come prepared to present something you found to the class (5 min). Your presentation can relate to Carey’s questions, or to your own questions.

10. 24/12 Alison Bechdel, Fun Home
11. 31/12 Fun Home Continued 
Assignment: submit 1-2 page response to the question: How is Fun Home an Archive? Due in class. 

12. 7/1 Valery Rohy, “In the Queer Archive: Fun Home” and Ann Cvetkovich “Drawing the Archive in Alison Bechdel’s Fun home.”

13.  14/1 Film: The Watermelon Woman (Dir. Cheryl Dunye, 1996)

Mid year paper to be submitted at the end of the semester break. 

SEMESTER B 

1. 4/3
Foucault, “The Historical a priori and the Archive”
+Film: Stories We Tell 
2. 11/3
Derrida, from Archive Fever
3. 18/3
Steedman, “Something She Called a Fever: Michelet, Derrida, and Dust”
[Pesach Break]
Assignment 1: post break- write response on three past texts

4. 8/4
Claudia Rankine Citizen (section)+interview with Lauren Berlant
5. 22/4
 Hartman, from: Lose Your Mother + “Venus in two acts”
6. 29/5
 ZONG!
Assignment 2: Personal Reponses to approaching ZONG! as archive, due by email before class on 3/5.
7. 6/5
Himmat Zuabi, Writing Palestinian History through Israeli Archives 
8. 13/5
Guest Lecture
9. 20/5
Stoler, “The Pulse of the Archive

10.  27/5 Arondekar, from: Without a Trace: Sexuality and the Colonial Archive
Assignment 3: hand in 1 page paper proposal
11.  3/6 Dictee, 
12.  10/6 Dictee, Theresa Hak Kyung Cha
13. 17/6  Present final project
