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 :יעדי ההוראה
In this course, we will look at:  

 

1. Properties that distinguish natural language from other communication systems 

2. A range of animal communication systems used in nature 

3. A range of experiments whereby attempts have been made to teach animals some version of human 

language 

 
A more detailed list of topics: 

1. Cognitive capacities of some species. 

 

 Predicting the level of a species’ cognitive capacity 

 Self-recognition in a mirror 

 Theory of mind 

2. How do we define language? How natural language differs from animal communication systems? 

Hockett (1960): A list of properties that characterize natural language. 

 

3. Communication systems of several species 
 Honeybees 

 Red ants 

 Birds 

 Vervet monkeys 

 Campbell’s monkeys 

 Chimpanzees 

 Dolphins 

 

4. Artificial language experiments. 

 
 Kanzi the bonobo and lexigrams 

 Koko the gorilla and ASL 



 Alex the grey parrot 

 Akeakamai and Phoenix the dolphins. Language comprehension studies. 

 Rocky the sea lion. 
 

 
  דרישות והרכב ציון הקורס

  חובה            נוכחות 

 %100   - בחינת סוף הקורס
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Additional reading material will be used. It will be stated which article or book chapter should be read for each 
class. 

        
 

 
 
 
 


