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The main purpose of the workshop is to learn how to read articles in linguistics in a
thorough and critical way. The articles chosen for the course illustrate the types of
articles written in the field, presenting some of the questions linguists are interested in
and the ways in which these questions can be addressed.
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During the workshop, the students will be asked to read the articles at home, before
class, in order to conduct a fruitful and meaningful discussion of the relevant article,
focusing on the identification of the main claim of the article, the type of arguments
advanced to support the main claim, exposure of tacit assumptions, as well as
additional issues which are typical of linguistic literature, such as the status of
examples and counter-examples in supporting/refuting linguistic theories.
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Articles to be discussed

Berent, I. 2020. Talk is cheap. Inference Vol. 5, No. 3.

Fattal, I., N. Friedmann, & A. Fattal-Valevsky. 2011. The crucial role of thiamine in
the development of syntax and lexical retrieval: A study of infantile thiamine
deficiency. Brain.

Horvath, J. & P. Wexler. 1997 (required reading: pp. 11-40). Relexification in
Creole and non-Creole languages — with special attention to Haitian Creole,
Modern Hebrew, Romani, and Rumanian. Mediterranean Language and Culture
Monograph Series, vol. xiii. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 11-71.

Legate, J. A. & C. D. Yang. 2002. Empirical re-assessment of stimulus poverty

arguments. The Linguistic Review 19, 151-162.

Li, P. & L. R. Gleitman. 2002. Turning the tables: Spatial language and spatial
reasoning. Cognition 83:3, 265-294.

Smith, N. V. 1975. Universal tendencies in the child's acquisition of phonology. In N.
O'Connor (ed.), Language, Cognitive Deficits and Retardation IRMMH Study Group
7. Butterworth, 47-65. Reprinted in: B. Lust and C. Foley (2004) (eds.), First
Language Acquisition: The Essential Readings. Oxford: Blackwell, 294-306.

Swinney, D. 1979. Lexical access during sentence comprehension: (Re)consideration
of context effects. Journal of Verbal Learning and Verbal Behavior 18, 645-659.
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