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Can states be dynamic? Traditional studies of lexical aspect rarely recognize this option, but this course will
examine evidence for a dynamicity distinction within stative verbs. We will identify the morphological,
syntactic and semantic properties of dynamic states, and compare different approaches to the licensing of
dynamicity in stative eventualities. A key question is where this licensing occurs: is it a property of the root?
Do dynamic states necessarily entail a prior event and if so, do their semantic representations necessarily
introduce an event argument? Are these eventualities headed by designated functional heads (tense/comp/P)
in the syntax? Do they license an implicit agent? These different issues will be considered and evaluated
against a range of root-derived predicates— verbal, adjectival and nominal (e.g., 'paxad ‘fear.NOUN’, pa xad
‘feared’, hafxada ‘a scare’, mafxid ‘scaring/scary’).
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