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Specific Language Impairment is a developmental disorder which selectively affects language but no other
cognitive function; hence the term: Specific Language Impairment. Many researchers agree that the disorder
is even more specific: it mainly affects grammar, while other components of language, such as the lexicon or
the pragmatic system, remain mostly unimpaired. Given this profile, research on SLI can provide valuable
insight about language organization and language development, and in particular, into the question of
modularity. In this course, we will examine empirical findings on the linguistic abilities of children with SLI
and discuss how they bear on modularity.

12971 NI

Characterizing the deficit, basic concepts
Control groups
Delay vs. Deviance
SLI as a period of an Extended Optional Infinitive stage
Modularity and SLI
Subgroups of SLI
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