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Aspects of processing in language acquisition
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The course adopts the assumption that the Computational System (CS) underlies both the
generation (production) of sentences and their comprehension (processing). In the first part of the
course we will examine the principles underlying the processing of sentences, and define the
factors that might cause difficulties in processing. In the second part of the course we will discuss
the consequences of the processing theory and its applications in the study of language acquisition
in the domain of syntax. We will examine children's (in)ability to recover from Garden Path
sentences, their performance regarding Condition B of the Binding Theory, and their
comprehension of structures involving A'-movement as well as A-movement.

Topics

1. Some central concepts and approaches in sentence processing (Center Embedding, GP,
Working Memory, Minimal Attachment, Late Closure) (5-6 classes)

2. Syntactic processing (GP effect): Pritchett’s Theory (7-8 classes)

3. GP in acquisition (3 classes)

4. Relative clauses - subject/object distinction (2-3 classes)

5. Reference set computation (Reinhart 1999) (2 classes)

6. Wh-questions — subject/object and referential/non-referential distinctions (2 classes)

7. Passive sentences (2 classes)
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