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Can management be useful outside the world of business?

The answer that led to the inauguration of the Mandel Social Leadership MBA (SLMBA) is a resounding 
“Yes!” It is based on the conviction that the management approach and management tools can amplify the 
impact of the actions taken by the heads of nonprofit organizations.

With this in mind, the program curriculum is divided equally between courses in management, which provide 
students with the knowledge covered by standard MBA programs, and other courses that focus on the Third 
Sector. To avoid a sharp dichotomy, courses that bridge the two domains are also an integral part of the 
program.

The curriculum prepares graduates to hold executive positions in nonprofit organizations as well as to 
develop careers that combine activity in the Third Sector with for-profit institutions.

As proof that the degree is rooted in the nonprofit sector, we should mention that it was initiated and is 
supported by the Mandel Foundation. The Mandel Foundation views this program as a powerful response 
to its mission to produce the agents of social and organizational change who are needed to attain a better 
world.
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Unique approach
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev (BGU) and the Mandel Foundation have established a premier 
MBA program in Social Leadership. The objective of this program is to train and develop top leaders 
for the nonprofit and public sectors in Israel. 

We believe that social leadership requires the integration of advanced management knowledge and 
skills and highly developed leadership qualities combined with a deep commitment to social issues. 
The program is unique in its conception, offering a curriculum that integrates management and 
leadership approaches and skills, together with the inculcation and development of a deep knowledge 
and understanding of social issues and of the role of civil society in a modern democratic state, to 
enable graduates to lead civil society organizations in order to fulfill their goals. 

Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management 
The Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management (GGFBM) has been ranked among the 
leading management faculties in Israel due to its world-renowned teaching faculty and advanced 
infrastructures available to the students of the program. 
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Program Structure
The studies will be held for three full study days per week, over 
a period of 16 months.
•	 The classes begin in August and conclude in January.
•	 The program consists of 20 courses, earning 60 credits.
•	 The studies are held in a classroom format and students are 

required to take all the courses based on a fixed timetable.
•	 The courses are unique to the program. In order to earn their 

MBA degree in the context of this program, students must 
successfully complete all the courses.

Studies in a premiere program 
•	 Advanced teaching techniques.
•	 Specially designed discussion rooms.
•	 A separate administrative faculty for the program.
•	 Individual mentoring for students throughout the entire period 

of study.
•	 A unique study experience.
•	 A long-term relationship with students and placement 

assistance.
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Research in social leadership
In addition to the regular program, the Mandel program also 
offers an MBA research track (study track with thesis). The 
research track is geared to outstanding students who seek a 
deeper understanding of the study material and wish to focus 
on independent research. The independent writing of a thesis 
provides basic academic experience and training, and represents 
a prerequisite for continued Ph.D. studies at BGU. The thesis is 
written in the context of the students’ studies in the department 
and as part of the degree requirements. A thesis supervisor will 
be chosen for each student from among the academic teaching 
staff of the Faculty of Business and Management.
The research track consists of 18 courses, earning 64 credits, 
plus a thesis, earning 12 credits, for a total of 66 credits.

Curriculum
The curriculum consists of basic courses in business 
administration and core courses in the fields of leadership, the 
Third Sector and social issues. In addition, the program offers 
courses that serve as a bridge between the domains of social 
leadership and the business world.

Teaching staff
The teaching faculty is comprised of teachers in the BGU Faculty 
of Management, noted lecturers from leading universities around 
the world and recognized Israeli and international experts in the 
field of social leadership. 

Admission requirements
Two criteria are taken into account in selecting the best potential 
candidates:
•	 A grade average of at least 87 in BA studies (students with a 

lower grade average may be required to take the quantitative 
section of the GMAT exam).

•	 Students with a relevant background in areas related to the 
Third Sector.

The selection process also includes a detailed questionnaire and 
interview to explore the candidate’s personality, his/her ability 
to meet the challenges of the demanding program and future 
employment potential.

Candidates must demonstrate a commitment to social issues and 
a high level of English proficiency. 

Registration
•	 Registration for the program begins each year in January.
•	 To apply, go to http://in.bgu.ac.il/fom/SociaLeadership and 

follow the instructions that appear on the site.
•	 Only suitable candidates will be called in for an interview.

Grants and scholarships
Students in the program receive a grant of up to 50% of the 
tuition. In addition, students may apply each year for a living 
stipend. 
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Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management 
First floor, room 112
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