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.i_e?g Israel performs pioneer sunlight surgery
i ‘,-

Doctors in Israel have successfully used sunlight to

perform surgery on rats.

The procedure, explained in the
journal Nature, would only
work in sunny climates, but
could one day provide a
low-cost alternative to

Science/NatureI conventional laser treatments.
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Laser surgery is used often to
remove tumours by simply
burning them out, instead of
traditional techniques of
physically cutting them out of
the body with a scalpel.

This latest research shows it
could be possible to produce
similar results with
concentrated sunlight instead
of costly laser treatment.

In this experiment, Jeffrey

Sunlight surgery may one day
supplant the laser

Gordon and colleagues, from Ben Gurion University, Sede
Boger, Israel, transported sunlight into the operating theatre
from outside through a system of optical fibres.

These concentrated rays - which contained several watts of

energy - were then directed on
just a few minutes.

to the livers of two rats for

The tissue was seen to wither and die in the same way as it

would after laser treatment.

The rats recovered well following the surgery; and after
detailed analysis of the livers, the scientists found the
treatment had worked as well as a laser.

Not only could this solar surgery be a cheap alternative to
laser therapy in sunny countries, it also appears to be safer

for the surgeons to use.
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» Laser eye surgery risks highlighted
18 Feb 03 | UK News

RELATED INTERNET LINKS:
* Nature

The BBC is not responsible for the
content of external internet sites

* Iceland resumes whaling

* Microbe breaks temperature
record

» Options available for Hubble's
demise

* Coral nears the crisis point

E-mail services | Desktop ticker | News on mobiles/PDAs

B EEE MMIIL

Back to top A

News Front Page | Africa | Americas | Asia-Pacific | Europe | Middle East | South Asia
UK | Business | Entertainment | Science/Nature | Technology | Health
Have Your Say | Country Profiles | In Depth | Programmes

BBCi Homepage >> | BBC Sport >> | BBC Weather >> | BBC World Service >>

Help | Feedback | News sources | Privacy | About the BBC




