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Chasing Social Spiders Across Three Continents 
 

"Evolutionary biologists already have an abundance of 
answers from which to pick and choose. What they most 
need are the right questions…. They look for the best 
stories that Nature has to tell us… they go to the field 
with open eyes and minds, complete opportunists looking in 
all directions for the big question….” 
E. O. Wilson (1994) Naturalist.  

 
I did not yet have an idea for a PhD when I was offered the opportunity 
to spend two years as a research assistant on an expedition to Papua 
New Guinea. However, a first encounter with colonies of up to thousands 
of spiders led to both a PhD and a recurrent research theme: how can 
we explain the evolution and persistence of group living in these 
predatory and cannibalistic animals? I provide 'snapshots' of some of 
my quests for answers to this question. 
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