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The Importance of Direct Interactions between 
Mammalian Herbivores and Plant-Dwelling Insects 
Mammalian herbivores induce changes in plants, which consequently affect 
the insects that depend on them. Such plant-mediated, indirect interaction 
between mammals and plant-dwelling insects has been extensively studied. 
Mammalian herbivores may also directly affect plant-dwelling insect, but as 
common as this interaction may intuitively seem, it was practically ignored. 
The importance of these interactions will be demonstrated form both the 
mammalian and the insect perspectives. The prevalence and ecological 
consequences of theses direct interactions will discussed.  
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