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Parasitoids in Agri-Ecosystems: 
An Area-Wide Perspective 

Parasitoid wasps are common natural enemies of insect pests. They 
play an important role in numerous biological control programs in a 
variety of agricultural crops. Despite their prevalence and economic 
importance, basic ecological knowledge about most parasitoid 
species is scarce.  In the current study we found that small 
improvements in habitat, such as the diversification of plant 
species and maintenance of green herbaceous vegetation, can 
increase and preserve the abundance and diversity of parasitoids. 
This, in turn, can potentially increase their effectiveness as 
biological control agents of insect agricultural pests. 
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