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The Situation Sucks:  
Get Chewed by Caterpillars or Sucked by Aphids 

Plants in nature have inducible defenses that sometimes lead to 
targeted resistance against particular herbivores, but susceptibility to 
others. The metabolic and genetic diversity available for maize and 
wheat make this a suitable system for a mechanistic study of within-
species variation in such plant-mediated interactions between 
herbivores. We test the tradeoff between plant resistance to beet 
armyworms and corn-leaf aphids to elucidate defense mechanisms in 
crops. 
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