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Israel Studies: An Interdisciplinary Perspective 

Dr. Avi Bareli(abareli@bgu.ac.il, 052-2326129) 

 

The course will provide an introduction for the study of Israel from an interdisciplinary 

perspective. We will discuss key questions concerning the state of Israel and Israeli society 

involving historical, sociological, political and philosophical points of view. Students will be 

required to read texts concerning these questions and to write a short paper on one of 

them.  

 

Subjects of discussion  

1. The debate about Zionism, Nationalism and Colonialism 

2. Power and Ideas in the history of Zionism, pre-state Israel and the state of Israel: 

The case of Labor Zionism 

3. The 'Oriental Question' in Israel's first decade 

4. Republicanism and Nationalism: Israel's self definition as a Jewish and as a 

democratic state 

5. The road to the 1956 war 

6. Ben-Gurion's Political thought 
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