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The coronavirus pandemic thrust to the top of the public agenda the question of how countries and 

societies, in Israel and around the world, confront crises and emergencies. The course will discuss 

this issue through an analysis of the various crises and emergencies that Israel has faced throughout 

its history: terrorism, security threats, economic crises, political violence and most recently – the 

coronavirus pandemic.   

Studying the different crises will enable a discussion of the fundamental issues in this field, 

including, among others: the tension between the necessity to protect national and public security 

and safeguarding democracy and human rights; the risk of governments abusing emergencies for 

political ends; how leaders handle emergencies; and the causes and contexts of political violence.  

Course Requirements 

• Attendance and contribution to discussion (10%) 

• Summary Analysis (30%) 

Each student will write a two-page summary critical analysis for one class session and present it in 
class. You may choose an item from the course reading list, or any academic article or book related 
to the class topic.  

Below are some suggested questions to guide your responses and presentations: What do you see 
as the most valuable contribution, thesis, or idea(s)?; What aspects of the author’s argument(s) do 
you find especially useful, well argued, or unconvincing? ; How do the argument/topic connect to 
the other assigned readings for that day or the course?  

The goal of the assignment is to summaries your chosen article for your classmates and to 
demonstrate that you have carefully read and considered the readings with a critical eye. The class 
presentations are an opportunity to share candid impressions, questions, and thoughts that you find 
interesting, puzzling or contradictory, as well as an opportunity to engage with the class, provide 
your perspective, present additional information through research, reframing the discussion in some 
new way and push your own thinking further. 

• Take-home exam (60%) 
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