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The objective of this course is to provide the students with basic understanding of the
complexities in constructing an academic study, with the goal of establishing
proficiencies in reading and constructing a research methodology in Israel Studies. The
course will survey the different methodologies in social sciences and will teach how to
conduct a research from interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary perspectives. Special
attention will be given to the relation between the research method, the research topic,

the research questions, the research arguments and context of the study.

Topics to be discussed during the course:

(1) Theory, research and scientific explanation

(2) Israel Studies as Area Studies

(3) Disciplinary, interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary research

(4) Fundamental concepts in scientific research: of research question, hypotheses,
structure of research

(5) Stages of scientific research

(6) Research Methodologies: participant observation, historical analysis, in-depth
interviews, content analysis, focus groups, surveys, experiments

(7) Research biases

(8) Ethical questions



Course Requirements:

1. Attendance and participation in classes. Class attendance will not be taken.
However, class participation is part of the final grade and you will be expected to
include issues discussed during class in the final essay.
2. Reading of the bibliographic items.
3. Each participant must submit five experimental exercises:

A. Analysis of secondary sources

B. In-depth interviews

C. Content analysis

D. Participant observation

E. Choosing a research method

Selected Bibliography and class description:
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Lihong, Song. 2021. From Enemy Studies to Area Studies: Reflections on Israel
Studies in China. The Harvard-Yenching Institute Working Paper.

Booth, Wayne, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams. 2003. The Craft of
Research. University of Chicago press. Chapters 3, 4 and 5.
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Opportunity: Estimating the Effect of School Quality Using a Natural
Experiment on Ethiopians in Israel,” The Quarterly Journal of Economics,
119(2): 489-526.

Schutt, Russell K. 2011. Investigating the Social World: The Process and Practice of
Research. 7th edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: Pine Forge Press. Chapters 6 and
7,8 and 14.
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Gerring, John. 2004. "What is a case study and what is it good for?." American

political science review 98(2): 341-354.
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Research. 7th edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: Pine Forge Press. Chapter 3.
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