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This course delves into the Israeli right’s worldview, tracing its ideological and political evolution
from the state’s establishment through to the pivotal political shift in 1977. We will explore the
right’s positions, struggles, and development within Israel, with a particular emphasis on its stance
regarding democracy, human rights, and the rule of law. Through a detailed analysis of the Israeli
right’s responses to key historical events, the course will shed light on the foundational principles
that have shaped its outlook.

Key topics include the debate over adopting a constitution for Israel, responses to emergencies,
dynamics of majority-minority relations, and episodes of political violence. This comprehensive
examination aims to trace the shifts and developments in the Israeli right’s worldview over the
years, focusing on the ongoing tension between its adherence to democratic and liberal values
versus its commitment to national and Jewish values.

By analyzing the Israeli right’s civic perspective - a central theme of this course - participants will
gain a deeper understanding of the significant historical, ideological, and political transformations
that have unfolded in Israel since its inception.

Course Requirements

e Attendance and contribution to the discussion (10%)

e Summary Analysis (30%)
Each student will present in class a topic of their choice. The presentation must be based on prior
reading — you may choose an item from the course reading list, or any academic article or book
related to the class topic.

The assignment aims to summarize your chosen topic for your classmates and demonstrate that you
have carefully read and considered the readings with a critical eye. The class presentations are an
opportunity to share candid impressions, questions, and thoughts that you find interesting, puzzling,
or contradictory, as well as an opportunity to engage with the class, provide your perspective,
present additional information through research, reframe the discussion in some new way and push
your thinking further.

e Take-home assignment (60%)
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