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The Institute, therefore, proposes to study the records of migration
during the past twenty — five years and the experiences of that period,
especially in connection with the refugee problem. It will study the
attempts by governments, free organizations and individuals to bring
order and system into an unplanned migration. Open spaces throughout
the world and limits of city and country settlement will be carefully
studies. Closely related to the migration question is that of colonization.
Efforts at Jewish colonization in the past will be studied a plan for Jewish
colonization formulated in addition to the rehabilitation of the Jewish
National Homeland in Palestine. Looking ahead the Institute will study
all available date relative to the form which the post — war Europe is to
take, such as greater units (Federations), etc. The opportunities for Jews
in this new world order will be considered in detail.
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When the Institute was established for the purpose of postwar planning,
its primary concern was European Jewry. At that time Europe was still
the greatest center of Jewish life both in number and in importance.
The initial assumption was that, after the war, we should have to deal
with approximately the same number and distribution of Jews as prior
to the war. In the course of 1941-1942, the situation changed radically.
It became obvious that it would be useless to continue planning on the
basis of the pre-war Jewish community in Europe. Furthermore, since
currant information was both vague and contradictory, it was imperative
that our organization take the lead in establishing the facts. Although
we did not for a single moment discontinue our thinking and planning
with regard to postwar problems, inadvertently the emphasis shifted to
arealistic appraisal of the situation as it appeared at any given moment.*
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Another demand is the punishment of the criminals who have committed
the crimes against the Jews. This is not a question of revenge. To teach
the world that crimes such as those committed by the Nazis and their
allies cannot remain unpunished, is a necessary condition for the
restoration of the moral balance of the world of tomorrow. And we
not with satisfaction that the leaders of the United Nations have time
and again proclaimed this principle and their determination to carry it
through.®
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It is worthwhile to stress one point of political, not scientific character.
While the WJC in its activities has a great number of competitors in every
field, in the realm of war crimes it is left alone, without any competition,
research or political. This imposes a tremendous responsibility on the
WIJC which will be held responsible for our failure in this field, and
rightly so. The work of our political bodies is limited by the extent of
our preparatory work, which in turn increases our responsibility.*
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The writing should be done in a manner different from the Hitler’s Ten
Years War. Now we are not only historians, we are primarily attorney
generals. Here we must have source for every statement, fact, names,
date. *
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Room Three: Forced Labor

Room Four: Ghetto Life

Room Five: Atrocities, Concentration Camps
Room Six: Extermination (Also Starvation)
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