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The mystics in Germany and Faith Challenging Following the Crusades

Following the European Crusades in 1096, many Jews died as martyrs. The physical
reality influenced the spiritual one. The circle of the mystics in Germany, which has
become known as the Ashkenazi Hasidism, held a worldview alien to Jewish thought
in that it integrated asceticism into its religious theory. But, alongside the pessimism
that characterized the world of the mystics, their faith remained steadfast. Their
unique theology was born out of the necessity to come to grips with the challenges
faced by the Jews of Germany. The course will examine their theory, which engages
with a theological theory of the soul, ethics, Divine providence and a variety of other

topics.
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