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It is fatuous to say that criticism is for the sake of ‘creation’ or
creation for the sake of criticism. It is also fatuous to assume that
there are ages of criticism and ages of creativeness, as if by
plunging ourselves into intellectual darkness we were in better
hopes of finding spiritual light. The two directions of sensibility
are complementary; and as sensibility is rare, unpopular, and
desirable, it is to be expected that the critic and the creative artist
should frequently be the same person.
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The only way of expressing emotion in the form of art is by finding
an ‘objective correlative’; in other words, a set of objects, a
situation, a chain of events which shall be the formula of that
particular emotion; such that when the external facts, which must
terminate in sensory experience, are given, the emotion is
immediately evoked.

There is a great deal, in the writing of poetry, which must be
conscious and deliberate. In fact, the bad poet is usually
unconscious where he ought to be conscious, and conscious where
he ought to be unconscious. Both errors tend to make him
‘personal’. Poetry is not a turning loose of emotion, but an escape
from emotion; it is not the expression of personality, but an escape
from personality. But, of course, only those who have personality
and emotions know what it means to want to escape from these.
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