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Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
The Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Syllabus

Department of Education2017-2018

Course Name: Educational Psycholoqgy

Number: 129-1-1931/21

Lecture: Dr. Noga Sverdlik
Instruction Objectives:

The course provides a psychological basis for understanding individual- and group- level processes in
educational contexts. The course focuses on the effects of these processes on emotions, cognitions and
behaviors of various parties in the educational system such as students, teachers, parents, principals and
additional stakeholders in the school and its environment. We aim to develop critical thinking about
cognitive and social development processes, personality development, learning and perception,
motivation, individual differences, social perception and judgment, attitudes and persuasion. We will

also refer to basic concepts of group and organizational processes as well as cross-cultural psychology.

Chapters:

First Semester

¢ Introduction: Psychological traditions and educational psychology
e Basic concepts in research methods

e Nature Vs Nurture

e Cognitive development theories

e Personal, social and moral development theories

e Learning and knowledge construction

e Perception and Social perception




Second Semester
e Motivational theories
¢ Individual differences in cognitive abilities
¢ Individual differences in personality and emotional dispositions
e The individual and the group

e Basic concepts in organizational behavior and their applications to school context

Course Requirements:

First semester
Essays: 15%
Exam: 35%
Second semester
Essays: 15%
Exam: 35%

Total 100%
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