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Swanee Hunt is the Eleanor Roosevelt Lecturer in Public Policy, founder of the Women and Public 
Policy Program, senior fellow at the Center for Public Leadership, and senior advisor at the Carr 
Center for Human Rights, all at Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government. Raised in Dallas, she 
made her mark as a civic leader and philanthropist in her adopted city of Denver, where for two 
decades she led community initiatives on social justice issues such as public education, affordable 
housing, women’s empowerment, gay rights, and mental health reform for two mayors and the 
governor of Colorado.  Swanee Hunt founded and chairs the Washington-based Institute for 
Inclusive Security, whose bold goal is to transform decision making about war and peace. Through 
government consultation, research, leadership development, and advocacy, Inclusive Security 
increases the participation of all stakeholders—particularly women—in preventing, resolving, and 
rebuilding after deadly conflicts. Her seminal work in this area began when, as the US Ambassador 
to Austria from 1993 to 1997, she hosted negotiations and international symposia focused on 
stabilizing the neighboring Balkan states. She continues in this path in many spheres of lives, and 
raises many initiatives. 
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