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Examples of Elective Courses Examples of Seminars

- “Little Words”: Where They Go in the - Semantics and Probability Theory
Sentence and Why - Variations in Word-Order (“Scrambling”)

* Linguistics of Sign Language - What is a “Subject” of a Sentence?

+ Language as Human Behavior - Plural Semantics
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The Language of Humour
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Courses Dedicated to Practical
Aspects of Linguistics

+ Challenges in Computational
Linguistics

+ Teaching Languages to Children with
Special Educational Needs
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What is linguistics?

m Linguistics is the study of language.




What is language?

* We all use language all the time:

v’ to communicate with each other
v’ to write
v' to think




e It is difficult to imagine life without language

IF WE DIDN'T KNOW AR
LANGUAGE

» HOWWOULD WE HAVE THE
THOUGHT ABOUT WHAT lIFE
WOULDBEWITHOUT'A I;ANEIIAEE.




* Qur language capacity has developed during the
course of evolution. It is claimed to be unique

to humans LINGUISTIC system

Representation and Processing

Change &
Evolution

/spead,

Production

* By studying linguistics we learn something

about what it means to be human




°* Our language capacity is strongly interrelated

with our cognition.

Wio? WHATY
WHERE? WHEN? HOW?
WHY? WHicH? tHow Muer?
Elow A2 How LoRG? How FAR?
WHAT FOR® WHAT REXTZ THEN
WHATZ WY ME ?

°* By investigating language we investigate the way

we think, the way our brains work.




What is it linguists study when
we study language?

m Linguists study human language, which is the
knowledge of our language that we have in our
brain.

m We all speak a language. All children learn their
language very quickly, so our brains must be
equipped from the start to learn any human
language.



* As linguists, we examine language by studying
the data - the sentences we use, for instance.
(This is like physicists examine the motion of

planets or biologists examine bugs.)




 ...But why do we talk about Language?
* After all, there are so many languages!
* (By the way, how many?)

gorbe
Cat (English) (Farsi)

http://lifeprint.com/asl101/gifs-
animated/catbanimation.gif

dim-met (American Sign
(Amharic) Language)
gata
neko (Greek)
(Japanese)
bess-e auw
xatul 72Imn (Spoken
paka Arabic)

(Hebrew) (Swahili)



http://lifeprint.com/asl101/gifs-animated/catbanimation.gif
http://lifeprint.com/asl101/gifs-animated/catbanimation.gif

* But although human languages differ
considerably on the surface, there are

characteristics that they all share.




°* One goal of linguists is to figure out which

characteristics are shared by all languages:

* All human languages have the capacity to
combine words in new ways to invent completely
new sentences- all the time

* Human language can symbolize objects, actions,
abstract ideas: we all have words for:

cat, kick, idea




* Another goal of linguists is to find out
which kinds of characteristics distinguish

languages from one another

* Investigation of any individual
language contributes to our

understanding of Human Language



* What do we know when we know our language?

* Linguistic theory aims to answer this question and to
explain the nature of human language by examining
different aspects of it.

* Some of the different branches of linguistics deal
with:

°* Sound
e Structure (grammar)

* Meaning

Context




Sound (Phonology)

m Phonology is the branch of linguistics that deals with
the organization of sounds in spoken languages (and
signs in sign languages).

m For example, in many languages the difference between
the sounds s and z is significant.

m In English, Hebrew, and Arabic there is a difference in
meaning between:

English:  sip - zip sink - zinc  sue - zoo
Hebrew: sar ww - zar it (minister — stranger)
Arabic: ser » - zer L) (secret - button)

m Once you know about language sounds, you can
understand the principles that explain how the sound
system works in any language.




Sound system: an example

= Two Hebrew words:

1207 DT

m How do we pronounce the rin 2>r7 and the o in 11077?

= The k and g sounds affect the sound that comes
before them:

k changes the preceding z to s (liskor)
g changes the preceding s to z (lizgor)
= We change the s or z to match the sound that comes next.

We know what’s coming, so we prepare.




Structure (Morphology)

°* Morphology is the study of word-making and
word-marking.

2rJoiy 718 711 —
iz -
222/110WN2 17210 1IN —

m A wrong analysis of the word jw3a
v Correct: root .1.mm.9 as in jiwy

*» Misanalysis: root w.9.1 as in w32 (+ the suffix -an
as in j190)




Structure (Syntax)

Syntax is the branch of linguistics that

deals with the ways in which words
combine to form phrases and the ways in
which phrases combine to form sentences.

A: Shoe, darling... | wish you'd give up smoking for
me.

Shoe: Who ever said | was smoking for you?
from Shoe
| wish you’d [[give up smoking] for mel].

| wish you’d [give up [smoking for me]].



Meaning (Semantics)

Semantics is the branch of linguistics that deals with
meaning

2MWIIW INX" 171N 10131 9711 1IN N9 :NONW

DN DA IT N9 D :NaIvn

" Every 15 minutes in New York City a man gets mugged.

If I were him, I'd leave.

» For every 15-minute interval, there is some man or other
who gets mugged during this time

» There is a (specific) man who gets mugged every 15

minutes




Context (Pragmatics)

°* Pragmatics is the branch of linguistics that studies the
ways in which meaning is affected by context

ARTIST: So what’s your opinion of my painting?
CRITIC: It's worthless.
ARTIST: | know but I'd like to hear it anyway.

> it = my painting
> it = your opinion of my painting




* As speakers we know how language works,

but we are not usually aware of what it is we

know.

* As linguists we try to figure out what lies

behind this complex knowledge.

°* We try to make explicit the rules and

principles that speakers know implicitly




When you study linguistics,
you will learn about:

e The nature of our linguistic capacity

e How language is related to thought,
psychology, biology, logic and philosophy

e Which properties are shared by all human
languages and which can vary from language to
language

e How linguistic experiments are conducted

The studies in our department are in English, but
we give you tools to investigate ANY language.
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https://www.instagram.com/litlingb
au/

https://in.bgu.ac.il/en/humsos/flit/P
ages/BA-In-Linquistics-and-
Statistics.aspx
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