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Course description:

This course lays out the basic concepts and methods of modern syntactic theory. The
course develops analyses of major syntactic constructions, illustrating the key notions
of derivation, licensing and constraints. It demonstrates how theoretical claims are
applied to empirical data and trains the students in developing their own analytic skills.
Among the topics covered are:

VP-shells, Clausal Structure, raising and control, A-bar movement, islands and variable
binding.

Textbook: An Introduction to Syntactic Analysis and Theory, by Dominique
Sportiche, Hilda Koopman and Edward Stabler, Wiley Blackwell, 2014.
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