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International Conferences on the Third Sector

March 25-26, 1999
1999 Independent Sector Research Forum, "Crossing the Borders: Collaboration and
Coempetition between Manprofits, Business and Government”. Alexandria, Virginia.
Conract: Independent Sector, 1828 L Streat, NW, Washington, D.C. 20036, USA; phone:
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Visitors at ICTR: Prof. Debra Mesch

I April 1999, ICTR will begin a new phase
in its developrment when it will be hosting
its first wisiting schotar, Debra Mesch.
Asmoriate Professor from the School of Public
and Environmental Allairs at Indiana
Liniyersity, will ba spending a semester at
ICTR in arder to conduct research an lseasl’s
Perach program,

Prof. Mesch carned her PR in
organizational behavior and huran resource
rmanagement from the Graduate School of
Business at Indiana Lniversity Since 997,
she's tauphl at Indiana University's School of
Pubdic and Frviecnmental Affars (SPEA). Her
roscarch interests have included personnel
and manapement ssoes, Lately, she became
interested In issups of managing volunteers,

Wittl oo of her colleagucs Prof James Feory,
Frel Mesch had the opportunty to engage
in rescarching AmeriCorps — a lederal
program 0 the US designed 1o provide
prospective college students with an
pppOrtunity to volunteer in a wide array of
publicfcommunily service setlings and reccive
In the process a small supend and twtion
assistance. This study of AmenCorps

volunteers araused an interast in the:field of
supended” volunteers:

Irt light of her general interast in lsrmet, iTwas
almost expecied that she would be attracted
10 the Perach program. Perach differs fram
ArneriCorps Whar impressed Prof Mesch
about this program was the axtremely high
proporton of stutents who take part (relative
10 AmeriCorps) and the name recognimion
assocated with it She then dacided to take
advantage «f an wpsenung sabbatical to
pxamine Parach in what will be an attempt
to study it arganizatonal and managarial
attributes and compare these AameriCorps

"W welcome Prol. Debra Mosch ac ICTR!
says Prof, Gudron, Birecter of ICTR. "Har
extended visit and the sudy she will be
eigaged in s Important far us on two counts:
First, we are starting 4 progoam Lo enable
international Third-Sector resaarchors 1o
speid i with wt and share their knowledga
and msghts. At the same time, we will ba
benefiting fram the studies theca reseirchers
will conduct here, especially when thess are
comiparative in mature, as s Peof. Mesch's!

ICTR offers Scholarships for Doctoral
and Masters Students

ICTR's executive committee has decided to intate a scliolorship progron In whilch stipends
will be granted for research students wha are engaged in studying the lsragh Third Sector o
aspects thereol. Three scholarships will be granted in the |996/9 acadamic year: One for a
Dactaral dissertation (40,000 MIS, about $10.000) and twe for Masters theses (16000 MIS
cach, about 34, 000).

ICTR hopes to achieve two objectives through it schslarshit grogram. Inheshort run, ressarch
gencrated by scholarship-recipients will add 1o the existng knowledgz on the Third Secter
in Israel. In the long run, thie progran should encourage talented yeung (sraali researches from
different disciplines 1o choose ssues pertaining lo the Third Secter as sheir research topics
and speeialize in this line of study

lsracu Coner ror THiao sector Research
Newsleller
Conltributers to this issue: Raviv Schwartz, Hagai Kaz

Assitand (o the Director: Efrat Nativ-Ronen
Design: Nitza Yogev.  Printing: Hamachpil Banegev.

- Graphic

Forthcoming
publications of the
Israeli Center for

Third-sector

Research

The lsraeli Center lor Third-sector
Research plans ta issue during the coming
muanths e following publications each of
which will appear in both Hebrew and in
English

I Legal Asprects of liroel's Thied Sector by O
Hadara Bar-Mar
Thes paper will delimic and analyze the lagal
framewaork within which Third Sector
arganizatons in lsrael oparace, Atention
will bz paud Lo L excrmption, incorporation,
and ather relevant laws, Repstration and
reparting pracedures, norms of conduct
and otluer legal issucs will also be discussed.

2 Patterns of Giving and Yolunieetmg amaong
fsrachis, (997 by Prof. Benjamin Gidran,
Prof. Shmuel Shye, and Alon Lazar.
The findings from an excensie survey on
giving and volunteering condiictad on 3
representative sample of 1,500 adults will
be presanted and analyzed in this
publication. The servey probed the
philarthrepe behavior of lsrachs and their
articudas rawards giving and volunteering
and tonwards these wha give and voluntaer,
The analysis will investigate the correlation
herwean the parcerns found in the survey
and the variables of religion, gender,
educational level and others,

3 Patterns of Giving and Yoluntearing of the
Arab Bopulation in lsreel, 1997 by Dr. As’ad
Ghanaimn,

This publication will present, for the firse
urme sver, a comprehensive analysis of the
philanthropic behavior of the Arab
population in lsrasl It will be based on the
findings of the Giving and Volunteering
survey conducted by the lsraeli Center
{or Third-sacter Research. This
publivation will appear in Arabic as well,
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In revicwing plans for the nest acadeng pear,
all ndicatiens are that it will be a very exciting
one! The suceess of ICTR during its first vear
i building o viable infrastructure and inbstng
several projects has us poised this year to
“deliver the goads” on some of these projects

We are currently working on three oniping/
puhlications treating different aspects of the
Third Sector in lsracl, with fascinating data
on 1ssues never before studied, In order to
disseminate these lindings and to bring them
to the attention of as many rescarchers and
practibioners as possible, [CTR will organize
fralf-cay o fuall-day sympnsia with feading figures
in the relevant hields, where the findings
these stodhes will be presented, decossed and
evahueed. 0 organizing these syrposia, efferTs
are made e invelve Third Secton umbreelia-
prgamizations, relevant professional
asspciations and povernment agencies o
[articipate i or Co-Spongor Lhese cvents with
ICTR.

Chr Secornd Anwal Comlenenoe proinscs Lo
be another lughlight this year. We are
particularly pleased thar rwe of the leading
figures in international Third Sector research
Prof. Lester Salamen znd Prof. Antoonn
Wagner, will participate therein. Prof. Satamon
is arriving in order 1o join us for the release
of the preliminary findings of the lsrael study
in confunction with the Internatinnal Mapping
of the Nonprafit Sector. He will not anly
corminent en those findings, but will share
with conference participants some of e mast
recent tindings from the comparative study
I directs (" The Hopkins Project”),

Prof, Wagner, President af the Intermationz|
Socicty of Third sector Rescarc(ISTR), will
raview the current state of Third Secror
research glabally,

Based on cur lessons from last YEAr's
conference, wa have decided to comvens the
2-day cordercrice at a hatel on the Dead Sea,
This should ensure a more "stable”
participation  and allew  conlerence
participants more time for informal inber action,
We will see to it that the cost of participanon
is affordable and intend tosubsidize student

Director's Column =

Prof. B. Gidron

partmopatien m order maximize ther
artendance

Angther exciting project ICTR will mitite ths
year is Bulding the Israell Third Sector Data
Base Detale on that project are prasonted
on p.B. While data on the private and public
sectors are readily available, this is not yar
true of the Third Sector The importance of
such a database for lsrach Third Sector
research and policy-makimg s virtually self-
evident. The data we seek and the [ile we
waril to create woll afford researchers a
comprehensna view of Israel's Thed Sector
{or companents thereol) tram a whole varicty
ef angles. From partial material already
uhtared, we now realize haw langthy and
tedious a project this will be, as the material
proseatly contamed o the files reguires a
comphete averbaul But these prablems wera
anticipated and are not insurmountable
However, m the process of constructing such
& file, we realeed that we'd have to ovarcama
a-previous hurdle. nameby that of obtaining
the fikes oy the Tirst place. Some files.
particuiarly those administered by the Income
Taw muthareities, are legally closed to public
sgrutiny, In ether cases, whare no legal
CONStramnid exist, ‘our experience has
cematistrated that some agancies posiassing
sch data (thowgh cortainly pot all') were
reluctant to cooperate with us and our
amemprs 1o cacaive these data are currently
stalied, Thiz s nota private mater betwad
ICTR and cermin putlc agencies. but rather
ane of principle. The lssie at hand is nothing
less than the openness-and transgaroncy of
the Third Szcwer, for a policy of secrecy may
sugpest that thase raiing therein have
soirmething o hide:

The imporiance of apannass and availabilicy
of datg on Third Sector grganizaticns 1o
resesrchers and to the general public aliks
cannot be undersoated: it is linked directly ra
the issues of accountability of and public
confidence in the Third Sector, which inturn
iz linked o the kinds.of rolas this Sactar can
and should play in society The “Fresdom of

Information’ Act recently passed by the
Knasser raquires all public agencies (with
ohvious exceptions) to open their files to the
public upon request. From the perspective of
lsrael’'s Bureaucrasy, this is a revolurionary
law which, when implemented, should
dramatrcally impact the state of information
an Third Secrar arganizarions - especially
armang those agoncios which arc proscntly
less than eager to share their data. It should
also hasten the pracess by which dara on the
financeal aspects of Third Scotor organizalions
heslel Ly the Income Tax Authortes (currently
shialded by law fram pubhic scruniny) will
become public domain, But apenness doos
nob anly apply leonformation held by
governmant and public agencies. rapplies na
lizss to individual Third Sector organizations,
sarr ol which are egually reloctant Lo dsclose
infarmatian on their activities and finances. &
praject by the lsracl Moluntary and Manprofit
Seator Lo create a Code of Ethics for Third
Sactor organizanans, ncluding provisions for
transparency and apenness, should bie highly
commended. It is hard to inagine how we,
as researchers, will be able to seroushy apply
our trade without such openness,

Let ma end this calimn with a farewall,
Smadar Kra Marena is leaving ICTR. While
her title was e Center's “administrative
assigrant’| | alveays considerad her my partner,
She spared no eflort to guarantes that
whatever ICTR produced was and looked
nothing less than first elass. | refer nat only
ta the conference she organized single
handedly last March or the newsletter and
publicarions she pur out, but alse o the
courtesy with which she received telephone
inguiries and the speed with which mallers
were expadred. Dunng last year's conferance
dinnar, we all rdised our glasses and
congratulated her on her upcoming wetdding.
I'm sure you all join me in raising A (virtual)
glass in wishing Smadar and her hushand lots
af success i Tel Awiv,

Srnadar is {ollowed by Efrat Mariv-Ronen who
comes to [CTR with an improssive academic
background and experience. Efrat will be
actively invalved In sarme ot BT R's research
propects.
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ISTR’s third international conference, Geneva, july 1998

The International Sociery far Third-secter
Research (ISTR), lounded less than ten yvears
ago, has alréady become the preeminent
schelarly asseoiation in its fizld, baasting ssme
500 members from dver 70 countrics and
from a varicty of disciplinary backgrounds

The Sociery, currently led by Prof Antonin
Wagner from the University of Zurich,
Switzerland, performs an important role in
promoting research on the Third Secteoe
intervationally. Among the velicles employed
by ISTR i the pursvit of its mission are
publication of the Yolitas fourmal, ocgarization
of Imermational conforences, nitition and
supporl of remonal résearch nerworks,
promatian of collaborative rescarch, and
e, The extonswe activitics of 15TR ware

A new project:

In recent decades, the Third Sector has
attracred both popular and academic inlerest
i lracl, due e Lhe proweth n its scope and
its importance to the [srael acanomy and
saclety, Consequently, the need for 4
comprehensive and reliable database on this
significant lsraeli social and zconomic
phenomeanon has evelved, The state of the
data on lsrael's Third Sector s far from
satisfactory, Much of the data on lerael
nonprodits lacks order and continuity and
those that are collected are often scattered
ainong a vanety of agencies thar use differing
criteria for thelr infarmation. This state of
affairs results in the inabilicy w integrate
dilferent data on a single oreanizacien ot group
of organizations. Lnfarrunately, some of these
databases are plagued by inaccuracies and
disarray and there are no plans o imprave
the situation. Furthermare, a large part of the
existing data &5 unavailable o the public, Hencs,
the insuflicient data, its methodolegical
shertcomings and its prablamatic accessibilicy
have all likely frustrated those rescarchers
attempting guantitative analyses on the Third
Sector,

The Israeli Center for Third-sector
Research repards the establishment of 3

evident in Its third bigpmal international
venlerance, which was hald this past siimmer
at the Univarsity of Geneve, Switzertand, The
central thome of the conference was the role
of the third sector m conflicr resalucian and
promating peace and was highlighted by the
presentation of findings fram the Internabonal
Study of Peace and zonflict resalution
Orgarizations (I5P0) In addition. some twa
hundred papers wore gresented in dozens of
SRR,

The Israeli presence at the conflersrice was
impressive numbsnng twelve participants,
hall of whom prewsnted their work |7 addition
o the research finks that were ermphasized
at the conference, much arganized and
informal soeint activity took place autside the

the Israeli Third

compechensive database of the Third Sector
as one of its prmary tasks Indeed, part of its
mistion & o provide the public and policy
mrakers in lsrae! with the data necessary ta
understand the activity af Third Sactor
argantyatiens in lsmel, and 1o formulate public
policics accordingly, We therefore intend ta
establish a datanase an lsraell Third Sectar
arganizations that will consolidate, oreanize,
and later dssermirate gxisting data o thosa
interested parves from various public agancies.

The propesed datzbase will gather all available
structural, legal and fieeal dar an Third Sector
arganizations in [srael - past and preséant.
These datz will be rzergamized and
coinputsrized so as to comply with the
srrictest academmic standards of qualicy and
reliabllicy 2nd become amenabls to research
and inform policy making: The daza, when
ready, will be utilized by The lsrzell Canter
tor Third-sectar Resgarch stalf in che
preperaton of reports and oublications and
will be made available ro ather resszarchers
ag el

Presently, the projact i & its vary initial stages:
ageets 14 3 few public databases has been
secured, and regovations with others are

lacture halls, mose nﬂt_al:ll:,f a dinner cruise on
Lake Genova and a cocktail party and
reception at the Red Cross and Rad Crescent
Museum. Alsa, various regional research
networks were Tounded, and many
collaborative research efforts were initiaced,

Ihe conterence, characterized by a lugh
acadermie standard of presentations, a pleasant
armasphare, and exrremely efficient
managernent was deemed a success by ils
ity participants (some 400 ISTR members
and guesesy The general membership
assembly, befare formally adjourniog the
conference, deteririned that Dubling raland
wearuld be the site for the faurth intermarional
conferenca in uly, 2000,

Sector database

currently underway, Much effort was
capended in the deanng, recrpanization and
development af an infmstructurs thar would
{acilitare the merging of data from different
sourees, Doespite e dificultes encountered,
we plan to present some of che preliminary
findings from rhe database within the next
few monchs.

.~ ICTR Managing
Structure

ICTR Steering Committee!:
Prof, W. Ackermar (chair),
Praf. R. Carmi, Prof. A. Reichel,
Pmﬂ-_j. Weinblatt

5 ICTR Director:
Frof. Benjamin Gidron
Methodological Advisor:
Prof. Shmuel Shye

Assistant to the Director:
Efrat Mativ-Ronen
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Second ICTR’s Annual Conference
to Focus on the “Characteristics of
the Israeli Third Sector”’

A thes niewr acadernic year is now under way,
ICTR s plans for its Second Aanual Conlerence
are alrcady gearing up. Building on last year s
suceessiul meeting, the Conference will again
provide a stage for lsragll Third Secten
rescalclcrs, i all disciplines, Lo presizig then
work. completed and in-prograss

Frof. Anlorin Wagner

ST PINACN TR

T'his year, as the wark on the Mapping the
Isracli Monprofit Sector within the
Heopkins Project is in its final stages and data
on many of the project’s components will be
available, the organizers bave dedided to use
the |[CTR Annual Conference as a 'Release

Confarence - the vonue whsre findings from
both the srach stedy and the mternational,

comparatve stutdy will be presanted

The findings of the lirach swdy will be
presented by the tearns thar conducted the
research on the various campanents within
the progect, namely. H, Bar-Mor - Legal
aspects, | Silber & 2, Rosenhak. - Histarcal
aspacts; & Hadar, 5 Peleg N Brenner & H
Koz Econonic aspects; Y. Katan & M, Tahas
- Policy aspects; 8. Gudron, & Shye, & A Lavar
- Pamarns of Grong ard Yolumtesrng: 5 Shye
& E. Zichlinsky
Sooiety.

Impace of the Segtér an

Each of these components is of course a story
ity and of isell, put 1ogether we should bagin
to see the comprahansiva and mulsifacered
pleture of the Israeli Third Sector

The Israeli dara wall be put in tha canraxt of
the broader internztional picture by the
initiator and dwedtor of the Intarnatonal
Monproft Settor Project (currendy condicred
ir ¥5 countries), Frof Lester Salamon of
Johns Hopkins University who wil orasem
imical findings from this picnearing study.

Ancther distnguished guest planning to atbend
our Conferanze s Frof Antanin Wagner,
framm the University of Zurich, Switzarfand,
whe is the current President of the
International Society of Third sector
Research (ISTR).

ICTR Announces
award for innovative
third sector research

ICTR's Stecrmg Committes hus decided Lo
srantaspecal paard toa Third Sector Scholar,
lemall ar intermatonal, wha, Inhisther stodies,
has introduced innovalive conceptual
framewarks ar methadolopes, and thus
cantribugad significantly ta the understanding
of and thinking on the Third Seclor or aspecls
theraaol.

Thes aeeaurd, which will bie granced for the first
pme at the [CTR Second Annoal Conference
in March 1999, shaule help in pramating the
visibility and appreciation for this new ficld of
rusaurch,
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