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state', during the period
following their armed

E. clash in January 1949, to
Israel's withdrawal from
the Gaza and the Sinai in
March 1957. It highlights
the formulation of foreign

policy decisions in Britain

and Israel; Britain's
special responsibility and influence, which affected Israel's relations with
neighbouring Arab states; Israel's complex policy towards Britain; Anglo-
Jewry's attitude towards Israel and the distinctive relationship between
Israel's embassy in London and the Jewish community. The book is based on
a profusion of material from twenty-six public archives and fourteen
collections of private papers. Dr. Aridan also collected thirty-one personal and
collected testimonies from ex-Prime Ministers, policy makers, senior Foreign

Office officials, Israel diplomats and attachés and Anglo-Jewish leaders.

Dr. Natan Aridan is a research fellow at the Ben-Gurion Research Institute for the
Study of Israel and Zionism, Sede-Boker, Israel and edits the journal, /srael Studies.
He is a lecturer on Israeli diplomatic history and Israel-Diaspora relations in the
Department of Jewish History, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev.




BRITAIN, ISRAEL
AND
ANGLO-JEWRY,
1949-1957

NATAN ARIDAN
Ben-Gurion University

of the Negev

£ ¥ Routledge

E Taylor & Francis Group
LONDON AND NEW YORK



First published 2004
by Routledge
11 New Fetter Lane, London EC4P 4EE

Simultaneously published in the USA and Canada
by Routledge
29 West 35th Street, New York, NY 10001

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group
© 2004 Natan Aridan

Typeset in Aldus Roman by
Taylor & Francis Books Ltd

Printed and bound in Great Britain by
MPG Books Ltd, Victoria Square, Bodmin, Cornwall

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or

reproduced or utilized in any form or by any electronic,
mechanical, or other means, now known or hereafter

invented, including photocopying and recording, or in any

information storage or retrieval system, without permission in

writing from the publishers.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue for this book has been requested

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
A catalog for this book has been requested

ISBN 0-714-65629-1



Contents

List of illustrations
Acknowledgements
List of abbreviations
Introduction

Playing the trump card: the protracted recognition of Israel,
January 1949-April 1950

Cutting and retying the umbilical cord: the sterling balances
and the nurturing of bilateral ties, 1949-1954

Israel’s place in British strategic planning 1949-1951

Israel’s place in British defence policy in the shadow of the
Anglo-Egyptian negotiations, 1951-1954

‘Nibbling at the edges’: border tensions and the search for
an interim Arab—Israeli settlement

Adversaries and reluctant partners: the Sinai-Suez Crisis
1956-1957, a retrospective

Defining the relationship: Anglo-Jewry and Israel
Conclusion

Bibliography
Index

vi
viii

Xii

30

56

92

124

161

204

253

256
294



