Group ldentities, Immigration and Multiculturalism in Israeli Society:
Anthropological perspectives
Dr. Chen Bram

The ethno-cultural background of Israeli Jews is often portrays within a binary scheme of
“Ashkenazim” and “Mizrahim”. Accounts on Immigration to Israel also often tend to
create generalizations, such as the differentiations between ‘Russian Speaking’,
‘Ethiopians’ and ‘immigrants from the west’. These discussions overlook the experience
of many groups. Applying anthropological approach, this course will examine the
experience of various groups that does not fall easily to these categorizations. Examples
are Jews from Georgia, Romania, Persia, the Caucasus, India, Latin America — and also
the Karaites. These case studies will lead to a broader examination of multiplicity and
plurality, as well as an additional critical perspective on the meaning of multiculturalism
and collective identity in Israeli society.

Some of the themes to be discussed:

- Ethnic categorization and diversity: different approaches to ‘mapping’ identities in
Jewish history and in Israeli society.

- Binary categorization: powerful toll or a trap?

- Jewish Ethno-cultural groups in the past and present: history, anthropology and
methodology.

- Case studies of various immigrant groups and ethno-cultural identities in Israel.
We will concentrate in cases in relation to the choice of students in their papers for
the course, focusing on the experience of various groups in Israel, and its relation to
their group history and identity before immigration. Examples:

o Iranian Jews

Romanian Jews

Yemenite Jews

Hungarian Jews

Jews of India (different communities)

Caucasus Jews

Georgian Jews

Central Asian Jews

Latin America Jews (various communities — and a common discussion)

Karaites in Israel

And many more (actually every community can be relevant once we examine

it beyond the binary framework).

- Beyond the dichotomy of Jews and Arabs: Circassians and Armenians in Israel

- Non-Jewish immigrants in Israel social and cultural “fields”.

- The meaning of ‘multiculturalism’ in the Israeli context
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- Multiculturalism and diversity in to educational, cultural and linguistic policy.
- Diversity and multiculturalism in cultural production and the ‘cultural field’.
- Binary identities, multiplicity and nation building: concluding discussion.
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