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Berlin — Modernity and its Representation in the Metropolis
during the Course of the Centuries

Course description

Short: BERLIN, the German capital, has been a thriving metropolis, where major
political events took place, new cultural phenomena have developed, and a
modern urban identity was negotiated and contested.

In the course we will analyze how key events have manifested themselves in the
urban space, and how they have been processed in the fields of politics,
architecture, literature, and cinema.

Long: This interdisciplinary course will introduce the students to the changing
political and cultural history of Berlin as a Western European metropolis. Cultural
phenomena that have evolved during the course of Berlin’s history, in which
emancipative and oppressive movements were competing, will be examined
within the larger context of the modernist and postmodernist movements. We will
analyze the impact of political events and processes on the city’s history, on the
urban development (architecture) and on its culture (film, literature).

In its theoretical approach, the course will concentrate on paradigms from
Sociology and Political Theory, and from Cultural Studies (such as urbanism and
Spatial Turn). The historicity of modernity will also be explored in terms of a
history of perception by including intermediality (literature/film) and reflecting on
gender-related aspects.

The course will be taught in English.

ourse objectiveC

This interdisciplinary course will introduce the students to the changing political
and cultural history of Berlin as a Western European metropolis. In its theoretical
approach, the course will concentrate on paradigms from Sociology and Political
Theory, and from Cultural Studies (such as urbanism and Spatial Turn). The
historicity of modernity will also be explored in terms of a history of perception by
including intermediality (literature/film) and reflecting on gender-related aspects.

Learning outcome

On a successful completion of this course, students should be able to

- analyze cultural products (such as films, literature, architecture) as a product of
a political urban culture and apply strategies of various fields of analysis (film &
literature analysis, concepts from urban studies and spatial theory).



- know paradigms from Sociology and Political Theory, and from Cultural Studies
(such as urbanism and Spatial Turn).

- Reflect upon the historicity of modernity, that will be explored in terms of a
history of perception by including intermediality (literature/film) and by reflecting
on gender-related aspects.

Course requirement
presentation in class (30% of the grade): Students prepare a presentation (25-
30min.) on a film and on its theoretical background. They hand in a paper that
summarizes the thesis of the article and explains the main claim of the film
presented

intermediate exam (50% of the grade) on theory, on the historical-political
background, and on film analysis - around session 21.

full attendance in class (20% of the final grade)

These topics will be discussed in class — course structure

lesson 1+2 THE REAL AND THE IMAGINED CITY

Mapping Berlin — different modes of representing a city

Introduction to the course topic.

Discussion of key concepts and terms, presentation of the course, its learning
outcomes, the skills that will be acquired by students and the course
requirements.

literature: Fisher 2010, Scherpe 2003, Fulbrook 2004.

lesson 3+4 PRUSSIA

Berlin’s Salon Culture in the Era of Enlightenment: Spaces of Encounter in
Prussia’s Capital

literature: Clark 2006, Arendt 2000, Feiner/Naimark-Goldberg 2011.

lesson 5+6 GERMAN EMPIRE

Colonialism and its Political and Cultural Manifestation in Urban Space
Colonial experience in Berlin: Analysis of excerpts from the postcolonial essay
film “Mahjub’s Journey” (d: Eva Knopf, 2013).

literature: Ciarlo 2010, Benjamin [(1933)/1987]

lesson 7- 9 WEIMAR DEMOCRACY




7+8 The Construction of Modernity and Gender in the Metropolis in
Literature and Film

Intermediality, perception and writing styles

Hightened modernity — intensified perceptions — new ways of seeing and writing:
Analysis of the film ,Berlin — Symphony of a Metropolis“ (W. Ruttmann, 1927).
literature: Fulbrook 2004, Follmer 2013., v. Ankum 1996.

The female flaneur in the novel The Artificial Silk Girl. (Irmgard Keun, 1931,
excerpts).

literature: Benjamin 1938; v. Ankum 1997, Lethen 2002.

9+10 Architecture: Reshaping Modern Urban Space and Imagination

Bauhaus in Berlin
literature: Siebenbrodt/Schébe 2009.

Metropolis — Modernity as Dystopia

Representations of the future city. Analysis of the film “Metropolis” (d: Fritz Lang,
1927, excerpts).

literature: v. Ankum 1996.

lesson 11+12 BERLIN UNDER NATIONAL SOCIALISM

An Urban Society of Exclusion. Radicalization and Community
literature: Herbert 2015, Follmer 2013, Meyer/Simon et al. (ed.) 2000, Shirer
1942.

Reactionary Modernism
literature: Herf 1996, Bauman 1989.

lesson 13+14 AFTER WWII: BERLIN UNDER ALLIED RULE (1945-1949)

Victimization or Self-representation as a Perpetrator Society: Rubble Films
as means for Democratization

Analysis of the film “Murderers are Among Us” (d: Wolfgang Staudte, 1946).
literature: Brockmann 2010.

lesson 15+16 The Cold War and the Establishment of two German States

Ideology in Concrete: The Berlin Wall
The Wall in Literature: “A Divided Sky” by Christa Wolf.

literature: Jarausch 2006, Weitz 1997, Weber 2004, Schneider 2014.

lesson 17+18 West Berlin - Political and Cultural Rebellion in Urban Space




1968 in West Berlin —the Modern and the Anti-modern in Germany’s
political and cultural revolution
literature: Fiedler 1969, Brown/Lison 2014.

West Berlin as a laboratory for alternative cultures
Analysis “The B-Movie — Lust & Sounds in Berlin 1979-1989” (d: Klaus Maeck).

literature: Broadbent/Hake 2010, MacDougal 2011, Vaseduvan 2015.

lesson 19+20 East Berlin — Socialist Urbanity under Surveillance

A cinematique critique of an ideological cityscape in the film “The
Architects” (d: Peter Kahane, 1990)

literature: Broadbent/Hake 2010.

Preparation for the exam
Q&A session

lesson 21 intermediate exam

lesson 22-26 POST-UNIFICATION BERLIN

22 The Berlin Republic — Ostalgia: Cultural (re-)imaginations of the lost GDR
Analysis of the film “Good-bye Lenin” (d: Wolfgang Becker, 2004).

literature: Cooke 2005.

23 Transcultural writing: Berlin as a German-Turkish Urban Scape in the
Novel “The Bridge over the Golden Horn” by Emine Sevgi Ozdamar
(excerpts).

literature: Schade 2010; Deleuze/Guattari 1983, Mushaben 2010.

24-25 Dealing with Burdened Past/s

Nazi-past and Socialist GDR in Berlin’s Memoryscape: Museums,
Memorials, and alternative Memory Activism

literature: Macdonalds 2017, Marcuse 1998, Columb 2007, Jarausch 2002+
2015.
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