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‘If you had not started the :M1pm3 1O 1272 5w O MRNI NPDAIRN DAINT YD 13
war, I would have started a diplomatic offensive in November 1973. I said it to Arab
diplomats at the United Nations in September. But I would have failed. Without the
war it would have failed. So I would have to say that military actions were necessary
[...] T do not think the Arabs could have settled without restoring their dignity...
and the Isracelis could have settled without a military setback. When the war started
they thought it would take three days to defeat both Egypt and Syria [...] therefore
I proposed a resolution in the security council for a return to the October 6, 1973
line. I thought in 48 hours Israel would be across it. I was wrong’. Memorandum of
Conversation, Hafez Assad, President of Syria and Henry Kissinger, Secretary of State,
January 20, 1974, National Archives of the United States, NND00903 1
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