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In Minsk, as in other cities, the forty or fifty elderly religious men
help with the local Hebrew study groups, and speak Yiddish with
those interested. The local synagogue, recently re-opened and
lacking a rabbi, Habbad posters from Israel and copies of ‘Sovietish
Heimland’ line the floors of an otherwise vacated building. In
Vilnius, where there also is no permanent rabbi, the old men teach
the ten or fifteen newly religious ba’alee t’shuva families about the
mitzvot and tfilor. And there are two or three newly religious
families, ten or fifteen religious in all and a rabbi imported from

Shvut Ami in Jerusalem in three months’ interval.®
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A Contemporary Challenge, Melbourne 1988, pp. 21-22 .81

K. Lurie, Soviet Jewry in Jerusalem, p. XVII .82
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