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Ethnicity in Motion: Social Networks

in the Emigration of Jews from Northern Morocco
to Venezuela and Israel, 1860-2010

Aviad Moreno

Advisor: Dr. Relli Shechter, Department of Middle East Studies,
Ben-Gurion University, 2015

This dissertation explores the emigration of Jews from Spanish-
dominated northern Morocco to Venezuela and Israel between 1860 and
2010. The unfolding narrative of this journey sheds new light on common
accounts of post-1948 Jewish immigrations from Arab-Muslim lands to
Israel, which describe them as displacements stemming directly from
Arab-Israeli/Ashkenazi-Mizrahi tensions and related Israeli policies on
Jewish immigration. In this work, I examine how post-1948 emigration
evolved “from the bottom up” within a historically broad, global web of
Jewish-Moroccan migration, constructed over one and a half centuries
through ever-changing interpersonal and institutional networks.

I begin by showing how, during the nineteenth and early twenticth
century, transnational networks gradually ingrained the notion of
“ethnic migration” into Jews in northern Morocco, in light of the
population's ongoing labor emigration to Latin America and incoming
non-Jewish immigration from Europe to northern Morocco. I then
recount how networks of migration to the young state of Israel
devolved against the backdrop of Jewish emigration from northern
Morocco to several destinations in Europe and Latin America. I focus

*  Awarded the 2016 Ben Halpern Prize for Best Dissertation in Israel Studies.
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specifically on Venezuela, which, of all countries, became, alongside
Israel, a migratory haven post-1948 for northern Moroccan Jews, some
of whom were Zionist activists. I conclude with a reconstruction of
singular, collective Moroccan identities in Venezuela and Israel from
the 1970s through the early twenty-first century, exploring how ethnic
networks continued to generate distinct "Spanish-Moroccan" traditions
in both locations in the context of mass emigration and ethnic Sephardi-
Mizrahi revival.

Throughout the dissertation, supposedly rigid dichotomous identities,
including  Zionist/non-Zionist, traditional/modern,  Olim/migrants,
Mizrahi/Ashkenazi, and even Jewish/non-Jewish, take on dynamic
and evolutionary forms within ever-changing, local and transnational
social interactions. My methodology is inspired by an interdisciplinary
approach to the examination of ethnography throughout history. Sources
include the broadest available corpus of cultural materials, from varied
locations and periods: periodicals, personal and official correspondence,
autobiographies, interviews, video/audio sources, and internet sources. [
employ these to explore evolving ethnic-migration-related discourse, and
to show how it has forged broad processes of “ethnic migration” over time.

The Impact of the Six-Day War on

American Protestantism

Jason M. Olson

Advisors: Jonathan Sarna (Chair), Ilan Troen (Adviser),
Yaakov Ariel (Adviser), Department of
Near Eastern and Judaic Studies, Brandeis University, 2016

This book is about how one war, the 1967 war between Israel and
its surrounding Arab states, changed the perspective of various
American Protestant branches on the Arab-Israeli conflict. It is bold

*  The dissertation released as a book in November 2018 under the title:
America's Road to Jerusalem: The Impact of the Six-Day War on Protestant
Politics (Lexington Books).



to proclaim that one war could have affected them so profoundly; but
the outcomes of the Six-Day War ran deep, and its events changed
both Jewish and Palestinian identities.

As Israel gained territories in Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and the ancient
Biblical heartland of Judea and Samaria, historical, messianic, and
even apocalyptic intrusions seeped into the different branches of
American Protestantism. In some branches, supersessionism was
stoked. In other branches, supersessionism was rejected and the
nature of Judaism was re-evaluated. The territories Israel had captured
were packed with theological significance, forcing all branches of
American Protestantism to reconsider their assumptions regarding
Judaism and Zionism, as well as Islam and Palestinian nationalism.

The implications of this book are far-reaching. It demonstrates
a close relationship between history and theology, and uniquely
argues that one war, the Six-Day War, could so heavily influence
that relationship. It is also a lens into Cold War ideologies: Third
Worldism, pacifism, isolationism, containment, and rollback. Indeed,
the branches of American Protestantism applied these lenses to the
Arab-Israeli conflict as well.

Palestinian liberation theology, whose roots precede 1967, grew as
a result of the war. The pacifism and isolationism of some sectors
of the Social Gospel continued after 1967. Reinhold Niebuhr, who
developed Christian Realism in the 1940s, led a small but influential
group of pro-Israel progressive Christians who lost their power due
to Palestinian liberation theology after 1967. New Evangelicals
combined biblical literalism with embracing modern politics. This
led to a new wave of activist support for Israel under Billy Graham
and G. Douglas Young. The old fundamentalists, led by Carl
Mclntire, also embraced Isracl more closely after 1967, but they
became focused on the potential reconstruction of the Third Temple
rather than modern politics.

The Six-Day War revealed the depth of Jewish solidarity with
the Jewish State, and Protestants from all branches were forced to
recognize this fact — in either a critical or supportive way. These
Protestants had to decide whether the living and victorious post-1967
Jewish people, including those gathered in the Jewish State, were
part of the unfolding drama of their Bibles — and how.
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Resistance, Tradition and Social Change: Orthodox Jewish
Women Activists Fighting to Free Agunot in Israel

Tanya Zion-Waldoks

Advisors: Prof. Tova Hartman and Prof. Rachel Ben-Ari, Gender
Program, Bar-Ilan University, 2016

My qualitative study is based on the narrative analysis of 33 in-depth
interviews with Jewish modern-Orthodox women struggling to
abolish the Agunah phenomenon in Israel. This issue of marriage and
divorce sits at the heart of contentious relations between religion and
state in Israel, as Israel accords sole authority over citizens’ personal
status to religious courts, without establishing civil alternatives.
Agunot are women being extorted and/or denied divorce by these
state-run religious judiciaries, controlled exclusively by men. The
activists, educated women with relative socio-economic privilege,
are deeply religious. Many Agunah activists are rabbinical advocates
—experts on Halakhic family law — a revolutionary position accorded
to women in the 1990s for the first time in Jewish history. Using their
knowledge and political standing, activists resist the gender injustice
meted out in the name of Halakha (Jewish law) as interpreted and
enforced by Israel’s rabbinic courts, thereby challenging rabbinical
authority, national institutions, and hegemonic cultural meanings
and gender boundaries.

My research explores reciprocal relations between identities and
strategies of change — between religious women’s piety, values,
agency, and social roles (e.g., motherhood) and their involvement
in communal and national politics. I develop several novel concepts
such as reimagining Tova Hartman’s literary notion of “devoted
resistance” as religious women'’s political agency. This form of loyal
dissent explains how resisting Rabbis becomes a religious duty, or
how the capacity to generate change stems from the challenged
culture itself. I chart activists’ seemingly paradoxical strategies of

“change from within”, which defy the reform/revolution dichotomy,



and elucidate how radicalization can sustain belonging. I also
suggest expanding the definition of “high-risk activism” to include
and focus on practices of risk-assessment and risk-management and
negotiating risk-laden discourse. In essence, my discussion centers
on activists’ strategic “boundary work” and how it allows religious
women to create far-reaching transformations within broader

cultural and political contexts.
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