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Daniel Lachish
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Ute Deichmann

| am a historian, of science, at BGU. Therefore it is appropriate to say a few words about the
history of this chamber music course. It began with Zubin Mehta. At the meeting of the
Board of Governors in 2009, Danny and | attended the students' evening, organised by the
students union in the sports center. The students' representative told us in his welcoming
address that he was a very good trumpet player. He had played in the army orchestra and
subsequently contacted Zubin Mehta because he wanted to become a professional
musician. However, Zubin Mehta did not accept him, and, instead, he decided to study
engineering at BGU. Thank you, Zubin, he said.

From that moment, | began to imagine the potential of all the musically talented students at
the university. Unfortunately there was no possibility for them to play classical music,
because the orchestra was disbanded many years ago. However | knew that Danny is a great
coach of chamber music groups. So | asked him whether he would agree to try to create
chamber music groups for students and others at BGU. | thank him that he was brave
enough to start this new project with me.

Fortunately, we were received with tremendous enthusiasm from the university and from
the students. | would like to thank all of them: President Rivka Carmi shared our vision and
helped us bringing it to reality. Then-rector Jimmy Weinblatt enthusiastically gave us all his
support. Dean of students Yaakov Affek and his staff agreed to give us the organisational
frame and practical help, which we urgently need, for example in organising an event like
this one. Dan Weintraub is not only a great pianist, but agreed to solve all the complicated
administrative problems that we confronted. All the students gave and continue to give their
best in playing and taking their involvement responsibly.

I wish you all an enjoyable concert. Afterwards we would like to invite all players, family and
friends to drink a glass of wine with us. If there are musicians in the audience | would also
like to invite you to join us. Our course is open for many new members.



Dan Weintraub
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